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NIXA'S SOFTBALL TEAM beat 
Ozark in the teams’ regular-
season meeting and fi nished as 
Class 4 District 10 runner-up.

TENNIS Catherine Everett 
earned her fi rst trip to the Class 
2 State Tennis Tournament.

NIXA'S VOLLEYBALL TEAM won 22 
matches and was Class 4 District 10 
runner-up.

NIXA'S SOCCER TEAM claimed a share 
of the COC championship.

SWIMMING Ilya Balyuk earned 
his second straight trip to 
the Class 2 State Swimming 
Championships for the Eagles.

FOOTBALL Sean Sample rushed for more 
than 1,000 yards for Nixa's football team.

GIRLS GOLF Shelbi 
Miller turned in a 
32nd-place fi nish at 
Districts for the Lady 
Eagles' golf team.

CROSS COUNTRY Alicen Ashley 
qualifi ed for State as a freshman 
for the Lady Eagles' cross country 
team. Blake Procell and Eros 
Sustaita also qualifi ed for State.

CHEERLEADING TEAM placed 3rd 
at regionals and qualifi ed for State.
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The fact that Nixa’s touted 
perimeter shooters — the presumed 
strength of the Eagles — have been 
putting up more bricks than swishes 
during practices actually hasn’t been 
disconcerting to coach Jay Osborne.

He feels all the running and jumping 
drills he’s had his players complete to 
build strength and stamina has simply 

had an affect on their shooting 
legs

“We’ve done quite a bit of 
conditioning,” Osborne said. “No 

matter how great of shape they 
are in coming in, it’s still not the 
same as doing it for two hours 
and 20 minutes in a practice. It 

takes a toll on them. 
Hopefully, our shooting will 
surface.”

Nixa 
fi gures to rely on its outside 

shooting more so than 
recent seasons. 

The Eagles don’t 
have the abun-
dance of tall 
talent in the 
paint they’ve 
traditionally 
featured.

“The last 
10 years 
we’ve 
had size,” 
Osborne 
said. 

“We’ve been blessed to have good-
sized kids who could move, had long 
wing spans and were athletic. We’re 
not going to have quite that same 
build this year. We’re smaller than 
we’re used to. But we do have good 
shooters, good ball-handlers and they 
will work hard and pay attention to 
detail. If we do that throughout the 
year, we’ll be okay.”

Osborne is also optimistic the 
Eagles can overcome their inexperi-
ence.

“We’re so young. We have two 
sophomores in our top six or seven,” 
he said. “We have a freshman who 
has an opportunity to play We only 
have one kid who was full-time varsity 
last year and two who were part-time. 
We don’t have experience, but that’s 
not all that bad sometimes.”

Nixa’s most experienced player 
is also its most established shooter. 
Sophomore Kaleb Wofford could be 

on the verge of a breakout year 
after an impressive freshman 
season. He shot 41 percent from 
3-point land (67-of-167) last 
winter. 

Wofford was the lone freshman 
recognized by the Central Ozark 

Conference coaches for post-season 
honors last season. He was named to 
the All-COC Third-Team.

Osborne has warned Wofford to 
expect opponents to zero in on him.

“People know who he is,” Osborne 
said. “There’s no surprise anymore. 
He’s going to have to pay attention 
to detail, as far as using screens and 
getting open. 

“We keep forgetting he’s just a 
sophomore. He’s still got some youth 
in him. But he’s a really good shooter.”

The Eagles’ four seniors, Lukas 
Roeman, Isaiah Engelman, Brandon 
Gordon and Carson Young, are all 
expected to contribute.

“Roemen has size and athleticism,” 
Osborne said. “We’re happy to have 
Isaiah Engelman back. He got hurt last 
year. He had a bad back and didn’t 
play much the last six weeks of the 
season. He’s at full strength. He’s got 
a high motor and is high-energy. Gor-
don is a good shooter. He has a high 
motor. Young is a backup point guard, 
He’ll get some quality minutes. He’s 
bright and understands the game.”

Continued on Page 5
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Knowing how hard he worked 
and all he learned over the summer, 
Nixa’s Kaleb Wofford is anxious for 
the Eagles’ season-opening tip at the 
Springfi eld Parkview Classic.

He still has three weeks remaining 
before he can prove himself all over 
again and this time around most likely 
on another level.

“I’m ready to see how much better 
I’ve gotten since last year and this 
summer,” Wofford said while preview-
ing his sophomore season at Nixa.

Wofford surely benefi tted greatly 
from playing with Yanders Law 16U 
in the NY2LA Sports League over 
the summer. The travel-ball team lived 
up to its name, venturing to gyms in 
Dallas, Atlanta and Chicago, just to 
name a few.

“We played about anywhere you 
could think of,” Wofford said.

Wofford’s Yanders Law team-
mates, all juniors and sophomores, are 
identifi able names across southwest 
Missouri, if not statewide. They include 
Kickapoo’s Anton Brookshire, Dora’s 
Isaac Haney, Raymore-Peculiar’s Kian 
Scroggins and Carthage’s Alex Martini.

“I had a good summer playing with 
Yanders Law,” Wofford said “I played 
with great players. I was challenged 
being surrounded by great competition 
in practice all the time.”

Wofford responded well to the 
challenges he faced last season as 

as freshman playing 
with and against 

players as 
much as 

three 

years older than him. His 3-point 
shooting shined, as he made 67-of-
167 attempts (40 percent) beyond 
the arc.

Wofford was named to the 

All-Central Ozark Conference Third-
Team. He was the only freshman 
recognized by the COC coaches. 

“It meant a lot,” Wofford said of the 
experience he gained last season. “I 
learned a lot of things playing with 
older guys and people who are bet-
ter, stronger and quicker than me. I 
became a better player and feel more 
confi dent in my game.”

Wofford didn’t put any undo pres-
sure on himself and thrived in a sup-
porting role.

“Because I was a freshman coming 
in playing varsity, I feel like people 
weren’t sure if I should be playing 
varsity or not,” he said. “I’m kind of 
glad I thought that way. It helped me 
get off to a good start and get more 
confi dent in myself.”

Of course, Wofford is on everyone’s 
radar now.

“People know who he is,” Nixa 
coach Jay Osborne said. “There’s 
no surprise anymore. He’s going to 
have to pay attention to detail, as 
far as using screens and getting 

open. We keep 
forgetting he’s 
just a sopho-
more. He’s 
still got some 
youth in him. 
But he’s a 
really good 
shooter.”

By Pat Dailey 
Sports Editor

patd@ccheadliner.com • Head-
liner Sports

Never mind if ac-
quaintances Josh Ma-
son hasn’t seen in a 
year or two notice his 
growth spurt. They 
all do. What’s more 
telling is even pass-
ersby he sees often 
constantly take note 
how much taller he 
has become.

“About every-
one I see, that’s 
the fi rst thing 
they talk about,” 
the Nixa junior 
point guard said.

Mason hasn’t 
enjoyed one growth spurt since entering high school, 
he considers himself lucky enough to have had two. He 
grew from 5-foot-6 as a freshman to 5-9 as a sopho-
more and checked in at 6-1 this year as a junior.

Mason doesn’t have to be a pass-fi rst point guard any 
more. He can look for and create his own shot.

“I can shoot over and score on a lot of defenders I 
couldn’t shoot over before,” he said. “I’m able to attack 
the rim with confi dence and have confi dence in my shot. 
Also, I can pass around people and over them. It’s a lot 
easier offensively and defensively for me now. 

“Longer arms help me a lot on steals, tips and blocks, 
whatever I need to do.”

Mason has also grown into a top contender for Nixa’s 
starting point guard job. Coach Jay Osborne has also 
noticed how easier things are for Mason. 

“He’s able to get shots off over some people. He can 
see the fl oor better and his ball-handling has gotten bet-
ter,” Osborne said. “Give him a little steak and potatoes 
and he’d be even better.”

Mason has handled the growth spurts well in regard to 
maintaining his coordination.

“Being in the gym everyday has helped me, so I 
wouldn’t have any lack of coordination,” he said. “You’ve 
got to keep working on drills.”

He has endured some growing pains.
“I’ve had some back and hip pain,” Mason said. “ I’ve 

had to get through that. It’s tough, but getting better.”
And, of course, Mason practically has had to get a 

whole new wardrobe.
“Just last week I had to go pants shopping,” he said. 

“My old pants don’t fi t.”

Nixa's Kaleb Wofford 
returns to the Eagles 
after being named to 
the All-Central Ozark 
Conference Third-
Team as a freshman 
last season.

Pat Dailey\Headliner

Nixa junior Josh Mason and the 
Eagles open at home Dec. 14 against 
Rogers, Arkansas.

Pat Dailey\Headliner

Mason's 
game has

as much 
as he has

Continued on Page 5

Continued on 
Page 5
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Nixa's basketball team includes (front row, l-r) Carson Young, Josh Mason, Eros Sustaita, Ace Akers, Evann Long, Kaleb Wofford, (back row, l-r) 
Lukas Roemen, Aaron Engelman, Isaiah Engelman, Jason Jones, Jaret Nelson and Tanner Collard.

As a mighty mite, Mason was optimistic a growth 
spurt was forthcoming. He has relatives who are much 
taller than average. By the way, the average height for 
a man is 5-9.

“My parents were kind of worried about me because 
everyone else was maturing earlier than I was,” Mason 
said. “But they knew I would grow. My Dad says, ‘The 
longer you wait to grow, the longer you will grow.’ 

“I have some tall cousins on my Mom’s side. They 
are 6-foot-5. So, hopefully I can keep going.”

Nixa will be count-
ing on Wofford more so 
than originally thought. 
Braeden Combs, who also 
played varsity ball as a 
freshman, will not return 
to the Eagles for his 
senior season. He is not 
attending school at Nixa.

Wofford anticipates 
staying put at shooting 
guard, but expects his role 
to increase.

“I’ll probably play the 
same position, but this 
year you’ll see me more 
as a leader,” he said. “We 
had a lot of guys from 
last year graduate, so I’ll 
be a lot more of a leader 

this year. Trying to make 
everyone around you bet-
ter is a great role to be in. 
I love it.”

With Nixa’s losses 
to graduation and the 
absence of Combs, the 
Eagles will still be ex-
pected to contend in the 
Central Ozark Conference, 
but won’t be pegged a 
favorite to win the league 
title by many folks.

“We have lots of great 
shooters. Just about 
everyone on our team 
can shoot the 3,” Wofford 
said. “I’m ready to surprise 
everyone. It should be a 
great season. Stay tuned.”

Braeden Combs, who led the Eagles’ 
offense as a junior last season, will not 
be back. He is no longer enrolled in 
school at Nixa.

Josh Mason, a junior point guard, is ex-
pected to step up. He’s benefi tted from 
growing seven inches the last two years.

“He’s able to get shots off over some 
people and can see the fl oor better,” 
Osborne said. “His ball-handling has 
gotten better. Give him a little steak and 
potatoes and he’d be even better. 

“A lot of these guys are skinny. We 
don’t have a lot of beef anywhere. But 
we do have good length, some good 
wing spans.”

Osborne has emphasized that he 
hopes the Eagles’ defense will set up the 
team’s offense.

“Last year, we struggled getting transi-
tion baskets,” he said. “Our defense didn’t 
create any scoring opportunities for us. 
We’re going to do some things defen-
sively to try to create some better scoring 
opportunities. 

“We were strictly a half-court team last 
year. Against some teams, that really hurt 
us. When you’re not shooting the ball well 
and you’re strictly half-court, you’re going 
to limit your possessions. We’re going to 
do some things defensively to pick up 
the tempo.”

To that end, Osborne wants to institute 

multiple defenses to try to confuse op-
ponents.

“It’s a work in progress. We’re still 
trying to fi nd our way,” he said of Nixa’s 
defense. “I think we’ll be able to play 
multiple defenses. We’ll be able to give 
some people problems. We will play hard. 
Our kids will be active.”

Perhaps more than anything, Osborne 
like the intangibles his players bring.

“The kids are coachable,” he said. “They 
have good work ethic. I think they’re 
going to be fun to coach. Basketball is 
important to them. They have a passion 
for it. They show up early and leave late. 
That’s what you want out of a group of 
kids.”

Osborne feels he has every reason to 
believe the Eagles are built for the long 
haul and will be constantly improving. He 
doesn't expect his team to be among the 
pre-season favorites to win the COC, but 
thinks they can be a contender.

“There will be times where we look 
lost and don’t know what we’re doing. At 
other times, though, it’s going to look like 
it’s coming together for us,” he said. “The 
chemistry between all the guys is really 
good. The group likes each other. They’re 
also very unselfi sh. I think they’re good 
teammates, which can go a long way.

“I think we’ll surprise some people. We 
haven’t talked about goals, yet. But our 
goals will be high again.”

PREVIEW:  Continued from Page 3WOFFORD: Continued from Page 4

MASON: Continued from Page 4
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If there’s any trend from last season that 
Nixa coach Jennifer Perryman hopes her Lady 
Eagles remember, it was the results when they 
featured balanced scoring and the consequenc-
es when they didn’t. 

“We started out 11-1 and we were hav-
ing four or people in double fi gures,” she said. 
“When that changed, that’s when we experi-
enced our little slump (6-8 W-L record over 
their fi nal 14 regular-season games). Hopefully, 
the kids have realized that each night it could 
be somebody different stepping up for us and 
that if we have four or fi ve people in that 10-
14 point range, we’ll have a really good chance 
at success.”

Perryman is thrilled with Nixa’s many options, 
despite the Lady Eagles losing three players 
who at one time fi gured to be key components 
this season. Taylor Arnold transferred to Blue 
Eye after her sophomore season, Kenzie Hines 
opted not to play as a junior this season and 
Kelsey Biro is out with a torn ligament in a hip.  

Biro, who scored 17 points in the Lady 
Eagles’ win over Republic in the Class 5 District 
12 championship game last season, could make 
an impact by the post-season.

“You never know, she may be back by Dis-
tricts,” Perryman said. “She’s going to see (this 
week) when her surgery can be scheduled.”

Such losses could be devastating to many 
programs, but Nixa has the depth to stay on 
course.

“We’re deeper than people realize,“ Perryman 
said. “Every day we come out of here thinking 
we have another kid we can pull up if we need 
to. Our upperclassmen had a lot of minutes as 
freshmen. Our sophomores had the benefi t of 
playing six quarters last year between jayvee 

and varsity. The kids 
maximized their play-
ing time by playing 
on both teams 
and got them-
selves ready for 
a varsity role.

“There is a 
lot of experi-
ence here.” 

Perry-
man likes 
the quality 
she has 
to choose 
from as 
much as the 
quantity. Nixa’s 
proven perform-
ers include Emily 
Edwards, Gabby 
Nielsen, Lakin Co-
peland and Paige 
Sportsman.

They all like a 
run-and-gun 
style of play.

“What we 
lack in size, we’re 
going to make up for in speed,” Perryman said. 
“The run-and-gun game will be our go-to, which 
is what these kids love doing, anyway. When 
you fi nd a team that wants to (be up-tempo) 
offensively and defensively, you’ve got to grant 
them that wish. 

“They’re going to be fun to watch.” 
Among the key newcomers are Tori Yan-

tis, Reagan Thomason, Katie Kamies and Ali 
Kamies.

“Tori is going to be our starting post player,” 
Perryman said. “She didn’t get any varsity 
minutes last year, but got all the playing time she 
could ask for on our other two levels. Reagan 
and Katie are sophomores who will step in. Ali is 
a freshman who will play varsity."

Perryman adds there’s more to like in her 

team than athleticism and speed.
“It’s not just the talent in the gym, it’s the 

work ethic, drive and desire to get better,” she 
said. “Also, our basketball IQ is pretty high. 
We’ve been able to challenge them earlier than 
expected. We’re a lot further ahead in our outline 
of what we needed to do. 

“I’m sure we all have our expectations of 
things we hope to accomplish tangibly. We want 
to get better every day and uphold the stan-
dards of our program. Everyone wants success 
and milestones. I think we are our own standard. 
If we’re getting better, getting closer as a team, 
their grades in the classroom are getting better 
and we’re expanding our resumes outside of 
basketball, that’s how we measure if we’re suc-
cessful or not.”

Nixa’s Emily 
Edwards looks 
for an open 
teammate.

Headliner News 
fi le photo
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The first sign of things to come 
for what was mostly a group of 
freshmen and sophomores for 
Nixa two years ago was a Lady 
Eagles victory over eventual Class 
5 Quarterfinalist Branson.

During a late January Central 
Ozark Conference contest at 
Branson, Nixa pulled out a 42-40 
upset of a Lady Pirates outfit led 
by all-stater Amanda Kearney.

Emily Edwards, a freshman, 
banked in a 15-foot winning 
jumper at the final buzzer. 

“That was a big win for us 
against a really good team and a 
really good player,” Edwards happily 
recalled. “To get it like we did was 
exciting. It was a ‘Hey, we can hang 
with these guys moment' for us.” 

“That gave us a lot of confidence 
as a team,” added Gabby Nielsen. 
“Seeing that we could do that and 
be that good was pretty big for us, 
especially playing against Amanda.”

The Lady Eagles otherwise had 
to learn lessons on what varsity ball 
is all about the hard way. They fin-
ished 12-15, losing close contests 
and suffering seven losses by 10 
points or more, including a 27-point 
whipping to Kickapoo and a 
25-point rout at the hands of North 
Little Rock, Arkansas.

“We struggled,” coach Jennifer 
Perryman said. “We were in so 
many close games. Some of those 
didn’t go our way because of our 
youth.” 

Indeed, nerves typical of a fresh-
man or sophomore were a factor 
at the time.

“Every time I went into a game 
(as a freshman) I was scared,” 
Paige Sportsman said. “It was ter-
rifying, but rewarding. I had really 
good teammates to help me get 
over my fears. Also, the coaches 
used my strengths and abilities and 
told me I was capable. I got more 
confident as the year went on.”

“As a freshman and sophomore, I 
was scared coming in because you 
don’t want to disappoint the up-
perclassmen or the coaches,” Lakin 
Copeland added.

Nixa was still a rather young 
team last season, when the Lady 
Eagles overcame starter Taylor 
Arnold transferring to Blue Eye 

and improved to 19-10. They 
capped things off by knocking off 
Republic for the Class 5 District 12 
championship.

“I think we held up well as 
younger girls,” Nielsen said.

“Last year, we were winning 
some those close games because 
of experience,” Perryman said. “We 
can only imagine what it’s going to 
be like this year.” 

The hardships and occasional 
rewards Nixa endured and enjoyed 
the past two seasons have the 
Lady Eagles setting their sights 
high this season, as they finally 
face off against opponents their 
own age or even younger.

Edwards values the experiences 
she gained going against players 
up to three years older than her. 
During club ball, she and some 
of her Nixa teammates also have 

‘played up,’ as the players say. But 
she notes the Lady Eagles haven’t 
only played against older players. 

“When you come into high 
school, some of your teammates 
are older, too,” Edwards said. “In 
club ball, you’re playing with girls 
your own age. So, that was a differ-
ent dynamic for us. You get used to 
it. It was fun and really pushed you.

“Now that we’re on the other end 
of it, you feel leadership responsi-
bilities. You want to lead the team 
in the right direction.”

Copeland also appreciates the 
chance to lead.

“It’s special for me to men-
tor the younger girls, not only as 
basketball players, but people,” 
she said.”I know it’s hard to come 
in as a new player and not know 
how to run anything. I think they’re 
doing well. Hopefully, we’re doing 

a good job showing them how to 
do everything. We expect the best 
out of them, even though they are 
younger.”

Nixa certainly isn’t lacking 
experience, but still isn’t a senior-
dominated team. The Lady Eagles 
are expected to be without one of 
their seniors, Kelsey Biro, for much, 
if not all of the season. She tore a 
ligament in a hip in the pre-season 
and will undergo surgery in the 
coming weeks.   

Biro has confidence her veteran 
teammates will still meet their lofty 
goals.

“We know what we can do and 
we have high expectations,” Biro 
said. “We beat Republic at Districts 
(last season) and we hadn’t beat 
them in a long time. We are expect-
ing big things and think we can go 
really far.”

Upperclassmen 
seek rewards

Headliner News file photo
Nixa’s Emily Edwards drives to the bucket against Republic.
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Give Nixa’s Paige Sportsman 
a challenge and she will not only 
do everything she can to meet it, 
but fi nd out if there’s a way she 
can make it even harder for her to 
accomplish.

“That’s my personality,” she said. 
“I always want to do the hardest 
thing possible. That sounds weird 
to so many people. But I want 
challenges.”

Most high school students will 
tell you their junior year is their 
toughest academically. Well, 
Sportsman has been meeting that 
challenge the past few months 
and at the same time doing one 
better. She’s combining her junior 
and senior years into one in an 
effort to graduate a year early and 
accelerate the start of her aspiring 
career in the U.S. Marine Corps. 

Thus, this upcoming basketball 
season will be Sportsman’s fi nale 
as a Lady Eagle.

“I want to get a head start on my 
career as a Marine,” said Sports-
man, who will enlist once she 
turns 17 years old next summer. 
“It’s something I’ve always wanted 
to do and am passionate about. 

“I’ll miss basketball a lot. In 
fact, it was the one thing that 
could have possibly kept me from 
(graduating early). I talked to my 
parents about it over the sum-
mer and we decided if joining the 
Marines is what I really want to do, 
I should do it.”

Sportsman is taking a full 
schedule of classes this se-
mester and will do the same 
next semester, while also 
enrolled in two on-line 
classes, a senior English 
class and an elective. She’ll 
complete her high school 
studies by taking a 
summer-school class.

“I’ll get the 
equivalent of my 
diploma in June,” 
she said. ‘I could 
still walk with my 
class in June (of 
2020), if I want 
to. I’m thinking 
about doing that.”

Actually, there’s more 
on Sportsman’s plate.

“I have to balance 

my classes, basketball, JROTC 
and a job,” she said. "I feel like 
it’s helping me as an individual to 
grow up. “

Sportsman is part of a group of 
juniors for Nixa who were forced 
to grow up a bit sooner than 
most freshmen and sophomores. 
They’ve logged their share of min-
utes the past two seasons while 
helping the Lady Eagles win the 
Class 5 District 12 championship 
last season.

Coach Jennifer Perryman said 
it’s a bit bittersweet to know this 
will be her fi nal season to call 
upon Sportsman.

“I’m so proud of her and sup-
port her,” Perryman said. “But at 
the same time I’d love to have 
her another year. I can’t complain. 
Being a Marine is what she wants 
to pursue ultimately. So, we’re just 
happy to have her one more year.”

Perryman values the spark 
Sportsman provides the Lady 
Eagles.

“She’s an unbelievable de-
fender, a great ball-handler and 
one of the best passers we’ve 
seen,” Perryman said. “She’s a ball 
of energy. That’s contagious. She 
loves to press and face-guard. I 
think the rest of the team feeds 
off of her.”

Sportsman’s energy surely will 
be tested as she begins her path 
toward becoming a Marine during 
a 13-week boot camp in Parris 
Island, S.C. 

“It will be very diffi cult,” she 
said. “I’m mentally and physically 
preparing for it.”

Sportsman certainly isn’t lack-
ing motivation to be a Marine.

“You earn that title,” she 
said. “I’ll always be able to 
call myself a Marine once 
I get the title.  I’ve been 

interested in the Ma-
rines because of the 

challenge and the 
brotherhood and 
sisterhood.

“I’ll go in for a 
shorter enlist-
ment,” she 
added. “If I like 
it, I’ll stay in it 
and make it a 

career. If I don’t, I’ll have 
the experience and will 
always be a Marine.”
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2020), if I want 
to. I’m thinking 
about doing that.”

Actually, there’s more 
on Sportsman’s plate.

“I have to balance 

preparing for it.”
Sportsman certainly isn’t lack-
ing motivation to be a Marine.

“You earn that title,” she 
said. “I’ll always be able to 
call myself a Marine once 
I get the title.  I’ve been 

interested in the Ma-
rines because of the 

challenge and the 
brotherhood and 
sisterhood.

“I’ll go in for a 
shorter enlist-
ment,” she 
added. “If I like 
it, I’ll stay in it 
and make it a 

career. If I don’t, I’ll have 
the experience and will 
always be a Marine.”

Sportsman making junior season 
her fi nale to join Marines
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Pat Dailey/Headliner News 
Kelsey Biro is all smiles at her signing ceremony with Henderson State 
(Arkansas) last Wednesday. Joining her are (front row, l-r) Teri Biro, Joe 
Biro, (back row, l-r) Nixa coaches Jim Middleton and Jennifer Perryman 
and Haley Biro. 

Biro plans on comeback 
before college career

By Pat Dailey 
Sports Editor

patd@ccheadliner.com • Headliner 
Sports

Kelsey Biro saw first-
hand last season the 
kind of comeback she 
will try to complete this 
season.

Nixa’s playoff run end-
ed last March in no small 
part due to Kickapoo’s 
Jordan Wersiger. She 
scored 27 points to lead 
the Lady Chiefs past the 
Lady Eagles at Sec-
tionals. Wersinger had 
missed the entire regular 
season due to knee sur-
gery, before making her 
debut at Districts.

“I hope I can do that, 
too,” Biro said.

The Nixa senior swing-
man faces the prospect 
of having to sit out the 
entire regular season 
due to impending hip 
surgery to repair a torn 
ligament. With Districts 
tipping off in late Febru-
ary, the timetable for 
rehab could allow her 
to suit up for the Lady 
Eagles again.

“I’ll be out three to 
four months,” Biro said. 
“Hopefully, I’ll be back 
for Districts. That’s what 
I’m planning on. I’m go-
ing to do everything I 

can to get to it.”
Biro will have further 

motivation to give rehab 
everything she’s got. 
She signed a letter of 
intent Wednesday to con-
tinue her hoops career 
at NCAA D-II Henderson 
State (Arkansas). 

“I’m blessed to have 
this offer,” Biro said. “The 
coaches there believe in 
me. I was looking for a 
place I fit in and I think I 
will fit in with their style.”

Henderson State is off 
to a 2-0 start entering its 
contest today at Missouri 
Southern. The Reddies 
were 21-9 last season.

Biro also feels Hender-
son State is the right fit 
for her due to academ-
ics.

“They have a 100-per-
cent acceptance rate 
into medical school out 
of their biology pro-
gram and I want to go to 
medical school and do 
something in the medi-
cal field,” she said.

Biro has certainly 
spent more than her 
share of time at hospi-
tals already. In addition 
to the injury to her hip, 
she’s dealt with a broken 
hand, fractured shin and 

Continued on Page 9
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Pat Dailey/Headliner News
Nixa's girls basketball team includes (front row, l-r) Kaylee Alvarez, Ashlynn Allison, Paige Reese, Alexia Holden, Allison Kamies, Paige 
Sportsman, Emily Edwards, Gabby Nielsen, (middle row, l-r) Carly Simpson, MaKensie Simpson, Tori Carter, Sarah Seiden, Lauren Canady, 
Mallory Yeary, Addy Weaver, Emma Vincent, (back row, l-r) Rhianna Gibbons, Katie Kamies, Lexi Ingwerson, Raegan Thomason, Kelsey 
Biro, Lakin Copeland and Tori Yantis.
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broken foot while in high 
school.

All the while, Biro aver-
aged 9.4 points a game 
and netted 48 3-pointers 
last season. Her highlights 
included being named to 
the All-COC First-Team, 
All-Class 5 District 12 First-
Team and the Stephanie 
Phillips Classic All-Tourna-
ment Team.

She originally planned on 
enduring the pain in her hip 
through this season. 

“My hip has been hurting 
for nine months,” Biro said. 

“I kept playing on it and 
ignored it. But it got to the 
point I couldn’t play with the 
pain anymore. It’s a really 
rare tear. I will have to go to 
St. Louis to see a specialist 
for the surgery.

“I’ll have to be patient 
(during rehab), but can start 
my physical therapy right 
after my surgery. While I 
get ready to come back, I 
can work on form shooting. 
Maybe I can’t run, but I can 
still shoot and work on ball-
handling. I’m going to work 
my butt off to get where I 
was before.”

BIRO: Continued from Page 8
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Ashlyn Eli, left, and Chloe 
Brower are part of the 
fi rst girls wrestling team 
at Nixa. The Lady Eagles 
debut Friday at home 
versus Farmington and 
Rogersville.

LADY EAGLES 
ENJOYING MAKING 

HISTORY ON THE MAT
By Pat Dailey 

Sports Editor
patd@ccheadliner.com • Headliner Sports

Chloe Brower worried she might have 
to make history all by herself this year 
as Nixa fi elds it fi rst girls wrestling team 
sanctioned by the Missouri State High 
Schools Activities Association.

“Being the fi rst girl wrestler, it could be 
nerve wracking because you don’t know 
what other people are going to think,” 
Brower said. “Having other girls out there 
with you helps a lot. It takes all the nerves 
away.”

Brower has more company than she 
could have imagined. Nixa has had 10 
female wrestlers go through the fi rst three 
weeks of practices in anticipation of the 
Lady Eagles’ debut at home Nov. 30 ver-
sus Farmington and Rogersville.

“I thought there would only be a few 
girls,” Ashlyn Eli said. “This is more than I 
expected.”

Eli already boasts experience. She wres-
tled in the third and fourth grades while 
her family lived in North Dakota. She had 
no doubts she wanted to wrestle again. 

“I knew I wanted to get back on the mat,’ 
Eli said. “This means a lot to me. I have all 
my skills back and can do what I used to 
do.”

Nixa coach Dustin Martin said the 
response to MSHSAA sanctioning girls 
wrestling has been mixed at schools 
across the Ozarks. Just like the boys, girls 
will compete at Districts and State.

“It’s hit or miss. A lot of schools have a 
team, but only have 1-2 girls," Martin said. 
"There is no minimum. Willard said they 
have two girls, Ozark has none and Bran-
son one. Parkview and Marshfi eld have 
10-11 girls. Rolla has 28-30 girls out. 

“It’s so brand new that most girls haven’t 
even heard of it and didn’t realize it was an 
option this year.”

To that end, Martin said any Lady Eagles 
who want to give wrestling a try are still 
welcome.

“I’ve been a lot looser on my policy with 
the girls as far as coming out late,” Martin 
said. “With boys, coming in three weeks 
late we would not give them the option of 
coming out. With girls wrestling being so 

new, if a girl comes to me in the hallway 
and says she’d like to try it, I’ll let her 
come out and and give it a shot.”

Brower, who also takes part in cross 
country, gives wrestling a hearty endorse-
ment.

“I really enjoy it. This is the fi rst sport 
I’ve committed myself to,” she said. “I like 
the fact you’re your own person on the 
mat and you are going against someone 
else. You can take out all your anger and 
frustrations out while doing what you 
want to do.”

The Lady Eagles competed against 
each other as part of Nixa’s Red & White 
Dual.

“There was a lot of them nervous about 
going out there for the fi rst time and 
wrestling in front of a crowd,” Martin said. 
“I think they handled it well.

“They’re dong great. They’re com-
petitive. That’s probably been my biggest 
surprise and it’s not that I didn’t think girls 
could compete. But when they got out 
here, I saw they are a little scrappier than 
some of my guys are. They want to win.”

10 - N the Zone • 2018 Winter Sports Magazine
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From 1994–2018 the number of women
wrestling in high school has grown from
804–16,562.

In 2004 women's wrestling was offi cially
recognized as an Olympic sport.

Gary Abott, www.teamUSA.org
www.nwcaonline.org

July 1, 2018 Missouri becomes 9th state
to add girls wrestling to high school sports.

Girls wrestling facts
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By Pat Dailey 
Sports Editor

patd@ccheadliner.com • Headliner Sports

Nixa’s practices have a dif-
ferent look and feel due to the 
Eagles boasting a younger 
lineup than usual. But coach 
Dustin Martin stresses his team’s 
objectives are the same.

“Returning only 12 kids is un-
chartered territory for us,” Martin 
said. “We usually have 30-35 
kids returning. The learning 
curve is higher and we’re behind. 
We’ve had a lot more technique-
oriented practices, a little slower 
pace.

“But our goals as a program 
aren’t going to change. We still 
want to accomplish the best we 
can come Districts and State.”

Nixa’s overall numbers are ac-
tually up signifi cantly. The Eagles 
closed last season with 24 wres-
tlers and had 12 graduate. They 
have 38 grapplers now. There 

are also 10 Lady Eagles taking 
advantage of the Missouri State 
High Schools Activities Associa-
tion sponsoring gils wrestling for 
the fi rst time. 

“We have a lot of young kids,” 
Martin said. “We either have a lot 
of freshman-aged kids or kids 
who don’t have a lot of experi-
ence. This wasn’t a surprise to 
us. We’ve known for about a year 
and a half this was going to be a 
young year for us.”

The team’s attitude in the 
practice room has impressed 
Martin. 

“The work ethic in the room 
has been awesome,” he said. 
“They give us great effort each 
day. The kids who are in this 
room want to be here. They want 
to get better. It is going to be a 
process.” 

Among Nixa’s most experi-
enced wresters are Kolyn Eli, 

Dylan Carter, Ethan Shepherd, 
Deagan Fugitt. Shepherd, Carter 
and Fugitt all fell one win short 
of qualifying for State last 
season.

“Ethan is an aggressive wres-
tler,” Martin said. “He wins a lot 
of his matches off technique and 
pushing the pace hard. Dylan 
has got a lot to work on. We’re 
hoping to tweak some things he 
does on his feet and on the mat 
and make him a better wres-
tler. Deagan had a tremendous 
summer as far as working in the 
weight room, working at camps 
and wrestling free-style and 
greco in the off-season. We’re 
excited to see how much he has 
improved. I think it’s going to be 
quite a bit.”

Kolyn Eli is penciled in at 145 
pounds. 

“He’s a great performer,” Mar-
tin said. “We’re expecting him to 

have a pretty good year. He’s a 
technical wrestler.”

Freshmen Payton Moore, 
Michael Turner, John Golden and 
Cole Crahan join the Eagles with 
high hopes.

“Payton is a high-level kid who 
competed in youth wrestling,” 
Martin said. “He’ll be an impact 
wrestler right off the bat. We 
have high expectations for him. 
Michael, John and Cole are 
high-level kids who may not see 
the varsity lineup immediately. 
But I’m sure by the end of the 
season they will have worked 
themselves into some varsity 
starting time.”

Junior DeSean Downs and 
sophomore Marek Davis should 
compete at 182 and 195.

“Both had good seasons last 
year, solid seasons,” Martin said. 
“They’ll be our leaders in the up-
per weight classes.”
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Eagles hope youth doesnt hold them back



 2018 Winter Sports Magazine • N the Zone - 13

RON CLEEK

• Criminal Cases
 Municipal, State and Federal cases

• Personal Injury
• Family Law
• Collections

Let a 23 year former prosecutor help you 

SERIOUS LEGAL HELP
 FOR SERIOUS PROBLEMS

54
47

35
jm

544731jm

   Hey Nixa...   Hey Nixa...   Hey Nixa...
Don’t miss out on this!

Nixa’s wrestling team includes (front row, l-r) Abigale Janes, Harmony Rust, Audrey Coger, Ashlyn Eli, Kailla Boman, Chloe Brower, Elizabeth Eastin, 
(second row, l-r) Koly Eli, Mason Barber, Deagan Fugitt, Peyton Moore, Ethan Shepherd, Conner Swensen, John Gholson, (thrd row, l-r) Marcus Roemen, 
Dylan Webster, Chris Ward, Isaac Frazier, Clayton Thaftford, Cole Crahan, Marek Davis, (fourth row (l-r) Dustin McCort, Dylan Rust, Logan Guernsey, 
DeSean Downs, Michael Turner, Ely Caulfi eld, (fi fth row, l-r) Peyton Nevels, Astion Brooks, Alexej Bolzern, Joe Simmons, Dylan Carter, Alex Bewley, Matt 
Gardner and Cooper Jones.
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By Pat Dailey 
Sports Editor

patd@ccheadliner.com • Headliner Sports

Nixa coach Pete Hill is optimistic the Lady Eagles will be well 
represented at State in the 200 medley relay, 200 freestyle 
relay and 400 freestyle relay. 

He adds Nixa’s relay teams fi gure to have a common de-
nominator in Olivia Stoneman.

“It will be interesting to see how the relays play out,” Hill said. 
“I think we’re going to be able to go to State in all of the relays. 
To get the relays to State, we’ll use a combination of 5-6 girls 
to fi ll the relays. Olivia will be part of each one of those.”

Stoneman is a three-year State qualifi er entering her senior 
year. Hill anticipates her competing as usual in the 100 back-
stroke, 100 butterfl y and 100 freestyle and adding the 200 
freestyle to her repertoire.

“She doesn’t like it and is totally against it,” Hill said. “But I 
think it could be an amazing event for her.”

Noting Stoneman’s off-season training, Hill is confi dent she’s 
on the verge of her best season.

“Olivia was in the water this year quite a bit more than she 
was last year,” Hill said. “She appears to me to be stronger and 

in better shape than last year. This should be great season for 
her.”

Ellie Turnbull a freshman as well as Parker Heman a senior 
and fi rst year swimmer look to add depth to the team.  Ellie Jett 
also looks to round out a strong group of returning swimmers.

Nixa’s relays also are likely to include some combination 
of Ellie Jett, Sloane Lawson, Eden Heppner, Sara Baxter and 
others.

With 33 swimmers, the Lady Eagles have one of their big-
gest teams.

“I love the fact they’re all out here and the team is big,” Hill 
said. “We’ve been in this 25-30 range the last few years. It 
makes for a great team and gives the girls more of an opportu-
nity to swim because I can put more relays together.”

He likes his team’s quality, as well.
“Overall this group is strong,” Hill said. “We’re in a much better 

spot than we were in last year and we gained some strength 
with some of our freshmen. I don’t know what I’ve got in some 
of these freshmen. We’ll have to plug people in different spots 
and see what they’ve got.”

Nixa opens its season by hosting an All Relay Meet on be-
ginning at 4 p.m. at the Springfi eld Natatorium on Tuesday.

Nixa's Olivia 
Stoneman 
returns for the 
Lady Eagles for 
he senior year 
as a three-time 
State qualifi er.

Headliner fi le photo

Pat - 

Coach Hill asks if we can add the following to the 
swimming article

Ellie Turnbull a freshman as well as Parker Heman 
a senior and first year swimmer look to add depth to 
the team.  Ellie Jett also looks to round out a strong 
group of returning swimmers.
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Nixa’s swim team includes (front row, l-r) Alyssa Boyd, Reese Voss, Addisyn Epps, Sara Baxter, Fiona Webster, Ellie Jett, Emilia Bogun, (second row, 
l-r) Courtney Coleman, Parker Heman, Jaclynn Young, Leah Martin, Katie Smith, Tori Crandall, Sloane Lawson, (third row, l-r) Amara Fusco, Izzie 
Richardson, Emma Beadle, Heidi Gilintborg, Riley Woodward, Eden Heppner, Sophie Dunn, (back row, l-r) Ellie Turnbull, Georgia Coleman, Olivia 
Stoneman, Emma Romine, Cici Mejia and Dava Roderick.

MELTON AUCTION  
& REALTY CO LLC

We Are The Only Auction Company You'll Ever Need!
 Melton Auction Company 

is a family owned business 

with over 55 years 

combined experience in 

all types of auctions:

54
47

34
jm

4 Real Estate
4 Farm Estate
4 Furniture
4 Antiques

4 Miscellaneous 
Items

www.MeltonAuction.com | Roger@MeltonAuction.com
Roger Melton | Highlandville, MO | 417-830-0153 or 417-725-1801



16 - N the Zone • 2018 Winter Sports Magazine

544899hb


